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before & after

Making an Entrance

DESIGNER KELLY ROGERS TRANSFORMED HER NEGLECTED
ENTRYWAY INTO A JEWEL WORTHY OF HER STATELY
VICTORIAN HOME.
TEXT BY ANGELA ROSE
PHOTOS BY ERIC ROTH
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BEFORE

THE TIPPING POINT

She had always disliked the paint color on the
walls of her 1896 Victorian home’s entryway, but a
spring season with epic snowstorms was the metaphorical—and slushy—last straw for Kelly Rogers,
a Boston-area interior designer. She decided she
could no longer ignore the 40-square-foot space. “I
was constantly bringing people in with wet, salty
boots, straight onto my quartersawn original hardwood floors,” she recalls. And that’s when guests
were willing to enter. “Some people would open the
door, look down at my lovely floors, and refuse to
come in because they didn’t want to make a mess.”
It was time for a change.

GRAND SCHEME OF THINGS

Rogers’s beagle, Harrison,
mugs for the camera.

The entryway was naturally stately, with leaded
glass exterior windows, ten-foot-tall ceilings,
and extra-wide doors—not to mention the classic
mahogany fluted pilasters, crowned headers,
paneled wainscoting, and crown molding. “I wanted
to bring it back to its original glory,” says Rogers,
“just by surrounding all that wood with things that
would make it look beautiful again.” She selected
her color scheme to that purpose, settling on
Benjamin Moore’s Rooftop Garden for the walls
and a fresh navy blue as an accent color. “It injects
a bit of energy,” Rogers explains, adding that the
blue accents also tie into the blue walls in her living
room, which is adjacent to the entryway.
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THINKING INSIDE THE BOX

Every object within the diminutive space serves a purpose.
The hand-knotted wool carpet, from Gregorian Oriental
Rugs, protects the hardwood floors. “Wool is actually a fiber
that’s very easy to clean,” Rogers says. “And, thanks to its
color and pattern, it hides a lot of sins. Guests aren’t afraid
to step on it.” The made-to-order Oomph console table gives
family members a place to set the mail and their keys as
they enter and leave the home. “And there’s a very utilitarian
rubber boot tray from Ballard Designs tucked beneath it,”
Rogers explains. “You can hose it down to clean it off, but it
has a surface design that echoes the leaded glass windows.”
The bench, custom-built for Rogers by Partners in Design,
gives guests a place to sit while removing slushy shoes.
Finally, there’s an umbrella stand, which Rogers found on
eBay, to protect the wood floor and walls from water damage.
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HIGH AND MIGHTY

But the project’s crowning glory is, according to
Rogers, the ceiling. “I knew it would be an opportunity to inject a fun sense of surprise,” she says. “I
could be frivolous there, whereas I couldn’t be with
the objects that had to fit on the floor.” She chose to
cover the “fifth wall” with metallic Feather Fan wallpaper from Cole & Son. “It reminded me of Victorian
fish-scale shingles, though it’s actually an art deco–
inspired design with a bit of modernity to it,” she
says. “It looks magical in the natural light that comes
in through the leaded glass windows.”
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When paired
with cool blues and
greens, the paneled
mahogany wainscoting
looks fresh.

Top tips for the entryway
Sometimes the little things really do make a difference.
In the case of your home’s entryway, it’s the first and
last thing your guests see, so make the most of it with
Kelly Rogers’s decorating essentials.
1. LIGHT IT UP. Whether you choose a modern table
lamp or a dramatic chandelier, incorporate lighting
fixtures with personality, Rogers advises. “In a small
entryway, there may not be a lot of wall space available
for artwork,” she explains, “so make a design statement
with lighting.”
2. FRAME THE FLOOR. A durable rug that fills the
space is important, Rogers says. “It not only looks best,
but it also prevents guests from having to awkwardly
tiptoe onto tiny doormats.”
3. TAKE A SEAT. Rogers suggests placing a stool, chair, or
bench as close to the door as possible. “Providing guests
with a place to sit and take off their shoes makes them feel
instantly welcome and comfortable,” she says.

4. CHECK
YOURSELF.
Hang a
mirror for a
last-minute
look before
you leave the
house. The
proper hanging
height is around
eye level—or about
58 inches from the floor
to the center—for the average
person, Rogers says.
5. GO WITH THE FLOW. “Promote good flow by
pulling the main color from the adjacent room into
your entryway as an accent color,” says Rogers. “And
consider a coordinating neutral paint color for the walls
if your entryway is open to several other spaces.” l

